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'Fawlty'claim absurd
COMEDIANJohn Cleesewon libel

damageson Thursdayfrom a
newspaperwhich claimedhe had

cometo resembleBasil Fawlty,the man-
ic hotelownerhe

played
in thehit

televi-

sion series Fawlty Towers.

His lawyer,RoderickDadak,toldthe
HighCourt Cleesedid not tweakpeo-
ple'searsor fly intomanicor

irrational

ragesand"theclaimthatin reallifehe
resemblesBasilFawltyis absurd".

Cleese,49, acceptedundisclosed
"sub-stantial"damages,

to be donatedto a
charityof his choice,from

publisher

RobertMaxwell'sMirrorGroupNews-
papers,the courtsaid.The groupalso
agreedto pay

Cleese's legalcostsandpublishan apology.

The DailyMirrorreportedin August

1987thatCleese,a
foundingmemberof

the MontyPythontroupe,had got into
thehabitof

painfully tweaking

theearsof
fellowcastmembersand flyingintoa
ragewhentheyobjectedduringthe film-
ing of A FishCalledWanda.

The newspaperquotedan unidentif-

ied
"friend"

who saidCleesehad losthis
temper over a trivialmatter and that
colleagues

were sayinghe had become
increasingly

like the sour,abusive hotel
keeperhe

immortalised.

Dadaksaidtherewasnota shredof
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JohnCleeseas BasilFawlty.

truthin the articleand Cleesefoundit
offensive

and
upsetting.

He said Cleese
enjoyedthe happiest relationship

with
the cast.

The newspaper group'slawyer,Simon
Gallant,saidthe articleshouldnot have
been publishedand

apologised
for caus-

ing Cleese
embarrassment

and distress.


